Rate Making in Practice
something different, say 5:5:5. It is always here that the
greatest cause for dispute occurs, and it is the Railway
Tribunal that is the ultimate arbiter m these issues.
The question of through traffic and the method of
apportioning joint rates on Indian Railways is dealt with
in Section 42 (4) of the Indian Railways Act of 1890.
When a consignment offering itself for through traffic is
forthcoming, the Railway on which it originates will have
to intimate to the different railway administrations con-
cerned the route to be followed, the amount of the traffic
and the basis of apportionment of the joint rate. The
various railways are expected to communicate to the
forwarding railway their decision within the prescribed
time, failing which, the rate will, ipso facto, come into
operation, but, if any objection is raised, the case would
have to be referred to the Rates Tribunal for arbitrament.
" The Commissioners in apportioning the through rate
shall take into consideration all the circumstances of the
case, including any special expense incurred in respect of
the construction, maintenance or working of the route, or
any part of the route, as well as any special charges which
any railway administration is entitled to make in respect
thereof." 5 " (h) The Commissioners shall not in any case
compel any railway administration to accept lower mileage
rates than the mileage rates which the administration may
for the time being legally be charging for like traffic carried
by a like mode of transit on any other line of communiea-
$|@& between the same points, being the points of departure
and arrival of the through distance.>?6 Subject to these
provisions the Railway Commissioners are vested with the
most complete powers of deciding the justifiability of
through rates and the constituent proportions thereof.
The following figures will serve to exemplify the
principle of joint rates for continuous or through traffic.
5    Indian Railway Act 1890, Chapter V, Sec. 42 (4).
6   Ibid., Section 42 (4) h.
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